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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION OF DEAN/SHARMAN CASE WITH AUSTRALIAN 
AMBASSADOR 

REFS: A) VIENTIANE 1467 
B) VIENTIANE 1428 

1. AMBASSADOR BORTHWICK CALLED ON AMBASSADOR MARCH 4 TO 
RELATE SUBSTANCE OF HIS DISCUSSION WITH LAO PATRIOTIC 
FRONT (LPF) REPRESENTATIVE SANAN SOUTHICHAK ON MARCH 3 
CONCERNING LPF LETTER (REF A) ON DEAN/SHARMAN. 

2. BORTHWICK SAID HE TOLD SANAN THAT LETTER WAS UNACCEPT- 
ABLE TO GOA AND THAT CONVINCING PROOF EXISTED THAT DEAN 
AND SHARMAN WERE ON THE BOAT AND WERE REMOVED BY LPF 
AUTHORITIES. FURTHER, HE TOLD SANAN THAT ALLEGATIONS THAT 
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AND SUNK THE LAO BOAT CARRYING DEAN AND SHARMAN WERE 
RIDICULOUS; IF THAT HAD HAPPENED, LPF WOULD HAVE PROTESTED 
INCIDENT AND GOA AND USG WOULD HAVE BEEN INFORMED 
IMMEDIATELY. AMBASSADOR BORTHWICK TOLD SANAN THAT HE 
WANTED TO PURSUE THE MATTER WITH PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG THIS 
WEEK AND WITH AUTHORITIES AT VIENG SAY (SAM NEUA) AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. 

3. SANAN, APPARENTLY RECOGNIZING INHERENT WEAKNESS OF 
POSITION IN HIS LETTER, DID NOT DISPUTE BORTHWICK'S 
STATEMENTS AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT LETTER HAD BEEN WRITTEN 
PRIOR TO RETURN OF INVESTIGATOR SENT TO KHAM KEUT AREA. 

HE ADDED THAT HIS AUTHORITY DID NOT EXTEND TO KHAM KEUT 
AREA AND THEREFORE HE DID NOT HAVE A FIRM GRASP OF WHAT 
HAD OCCURRED. SANAN AGREED TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT FOR 
BORTHWICK WITH SOUPHANOUVONG AND SAID VISIT TO VIENG SAY 
WOULD BE EXCELLENT IDEA. 

4. AMBASSADOR BORTHWICK NOTED THAT THIS CONVERSATION WITH 
SANAN WAS FAR LESS GLOOMY THAN HIS MOST RECENT ONE WITH 
PHOUMI (VIENTIANE 1394). SANAN TOLD HIM THAT IF THE TWO 

MEN WERE IN LPF ZONE HE (SANAN) BELIEVES THEY ARE 
STILL ALIVE. 

5. BORTHWICK TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT CANBERRA CONSIDERS 
A JOINT US/AUSTRALIAN PRESENTATION TO SOUPHANOUVONG 
(PROPOSED REF B) INADVISABLE. BORTHWICK WILL THERE- 
FORE PURSUE HIS REQUEST THROUGH SANAN AND AMBASSADOR 
WILL MEET WITH SOUPHANOUVONG MARCH 6. 

6. COMMENT: BORTHWICK IS ENCOURAGED BY SANAN’S 
READINESS TO DISASSOCIATE HIMSELF FROM HIS LATEST 
LETTER AND TACIT AGREEMENT THAT THE THAI ANGLE IS 
ABSURD. WE BOTH BELIEVE THAT THE PATHET LAO LINE 
THAT THE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING SHOWS THAT THE 
CASE IS FAR FROM CLOSED. SANAN'S POSITIVE APPROACH 
TOWARD A VIENG SAY/SAM NEUA VISIT BY BORTHWICK IS 
ALSO INTERESTING. IT SEEMS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
PL WILL AGREE TO SUCH A TRIP. 
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